Dell Rapids Lions Club - #3380

We Serve

DELL RAPIDS LIONS CLUB
OFFICIAL MINUTES OF REGULAR CLUB MEETING
6:45 p.m., Thursday, October 2, 2025, at Dells Park Pavilion
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Vice President Ron Snyder called the meeting to order at 6:45 p.m., following a club potluck
supper in the Park Pavilion, with 16 other Lions in attendance: Blaine Beck, Carolyn Drew,
Norene Frederickson, Crystal & Jon Gill, Marlowe & Sue Hovey, Barb & Chuck Littel, Tom
Ludens, Virginia Miller, Kathy Rindels, Carmen & Zach Rogen, Christine Snyder, and Robert
Wiarda; guests: Alinda Wiarda, and program speaker Lexi Snyder Ahlers.

PROGRAM: Lexi Ahlers spoke to the club as an employee of Bel Brand (Baby Bel
Cheese) in Brookings, SD, where 1.6-1.7 million cheeses are produced daily. The plant has
been in operation for 11 years and plans to double its production size when it breaks ground
next year for expansion. The company is headed up in Wisconsin and France, where it
originated. It contracts with area dairies for daily milk deliveries to the Brookings plant. Every
few months, Bel Brand delivers several cases of its products to the Storehouse, as well as
other area food banks.

SECRETARY’S MINUTES: Motion to approve by Carmen, seconded by Marlowe; m/c.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Motion to approve by Marlowe, seconded by Virginia; m/c.
Activities Account: $4,941.03

Business Account: $2,575.48 Less Lion Tamer’s Drawing: $201.00 = $2,374,48 Less New
Member Account: $ 85.89 = $2,288.59

MEMBERSHIP REPORT: Christine reported no new action. She shared her membership
program with Lion Ron Boyda of Tyler, Texas. They had visited after a recent stop he made
in Dell Rapids and was unable to catch us on our regular meeting night. Boyda was
interested in Christine’s membership program, as his own club struggles to find new
members.

CORRESPONDENCE: Tom E. reported via email that Connie was improving following a fall
in late August while they were on vacation in Pennsylvania. She was in therapy for fractures
in her hip and pelvis, hoping that surgery could be avoided. “GET WELL SOON, CONNIE!”

OLD BUSINESS: HOMECOMING DANCES: Caroline reported school contacts are Joni
Smith at SMHS and Jennifer Ruesink at DRHS. St. Mary’s dance Sat., Sept. 20, 7-10 p.m. in
the all-purpose/lunch room (north door); public school’s bowling party Fri., Sept. 26, 8:30-
11:00 p.m. at Pinz. Popcorn was pre-arranged with Brian Anderson at the Dells Theatre,
360-8571, and picked up at the Theatre at 6:30 p.m. the evening of each event. (Too much
popcorn!) Coke products were arranged through Chesterman Co. (332-2294); should be
ordered by August 1st; contact person is Ryan (332-2291); 12 cases at each event should be
enough (15 was too much.) Bowls, napkins, popcorn bags from Robert Wiarda, 940-0766.
Cheese, nacho sauce, chips provided by Casey McCoy at Pinz, 428-3800 or 553-6447. Two
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Lions are enough to handle food distribution. Had 117 kids at SMHS; fewer at DRHS. —
CRAFT PROJECT AT ORCHARD HILLS: Carolyn reported that Orchard Hills is a go for an
Easter project; a wooden Easter egg to decorate would be good. Easter is April 5th, so a late
February or early March decorating event needs to be arranged. Robert said he will need
wood to cut.

MENTAL HEALTH BROCHURE: Sue presented a proof of the “Dell Rapids Area Resources”
brochure; price quote from Performance Press in Brandon: 4,000 full-color 8.5"x14”, folded to
3.5"x8.5” = $809.39; price quote for insertion and postage into the Shopping Guide: $0.1393
per copy: 2,324 Dell Rapids, 924 Baltic, 174 Trent = 3,422 x $0.1393 = $476.69, less 10%
non-profit discount = $428.99. Remaining brochures to be distributed to City Hall, the library,
schools, local Avera offices, food banks, Chamber welcome packets, etc. Motion by
Christine, seconded by Carmen, to approve print and insertion orders; m/c.

BATA BUS TOKENS: Christine reported on info from Paige Thompson, a mental health
counselor at Avera. Students are bused by Brookings Area Transit Authority (BATA) to
appointments with Paige at Avera. Medicaid covers the cost for some. Christine will look into
the possibility of the club providing funds for tokens that Paige can distribute as needed.

NEW BUSINESS: ALUMINUM CANS: $230 earned on a recent load. Robert said discussion
would be held at our next meeting about a can bagging schedule. The club’s can trailer
needs maintenance. Zach will check it over and make recommendations.

DONATIONS TO McCROSSAN: Club members brought bags full of personal care items for
residents at McCrossan Boys Ranch, per a request from District Governor Reid
Christopherson. Sue and Marlowe will deliver them to McCrossan while attending a Lions
district meeting there on October 6th.

AMENDMENTS TO SDLF CONSTITUTION: As a voting delegate to the Lions State
Convention October 4th in Watertown, Carmen asked for membership input on each
amendment proposed for the South Dakota Lions Foundation’s Constitution; all were
approved by voice vote.

Motion by Sue, seconded by Christine, to move our January 2026 club meeting from January
1st to January 8th; m/c.

LION TAMER’S DRAWING: None.

Motion by Barb, seconded by Marlowe, to adjourn at 7:55 p.m.; m/c.

Sue Hovey, Secretary



